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Parents interested in providing input 

into the performance evaluations of 

Oakridge Elementary School’s instruct-

tional and/or administrative employee 

evaluations may contact our office at 

754-323-6700 by April 10, 2020 

 

 

CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT HANDBOOK 

GOES GREEN! 

Parents and students, the Code of Student 

Conduct Handbook Goes Green!  Parents are 

invited to review the Code of Student Conduct 

Handbook and complete the required forms 

by accessing the Back to School Forms link 

found on the Broward Schools’ webpage at: 

(www.browardschools.com/codeofconduct). 

 

CLASS SIZE REDUCTION 

In 2002, citizens approved an amendment to the 

Florida Constitution that set limits on the number 

of students in core classes (i.e. Math, English, 

Science, etc.) in the State’s public schools.  The 

maximum number of students in each core class 

is: 

• 18 students in Pre-Kindergarten through Gr. 3 

• 22 students in Gr. 4 through 8; and 

• 25 students in Gr. 9 through 12 

Consequences for not meeting the class size 

requirements result in less funding to those school 

districts.  Therefore, this year every school in 

Broward County must meet the Class Size 

Reduction requirements.  Please be aware that 

due to this Class Size Mandate there is a great 

likelihood that some students will be moved 

different classrooms. 

 

Dismissal Procedures 

   Students dismissed on Roosevelt St. are only 

dismissed to cars waiting in line.  Please do not 

walk up to pick up students on Roosevelt. 

   If you need to change your child’s dismissal 

procedure, please send a note in writing to your 

child’s teacher.  We are not able to change a 

child’s dismissal procedure over the telephone. 

   Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFETY CORNER 
Traffic laws help with the safety of all who visit 

or attend Oakridge Elementary. Please follow all 

the traffic laws when operating a vehicle on or 

near school grounds.  Please be reminded that 

all our streets that surround the school are one-

way during arrival and dismissal times.  There 

are NO LEFT TURNS permitted.  Thank you for 

your continued care and caution that keeps 

everyone safe. 
 

 

 

STAR SECURITY SYSTEM 

As a valued member of our school family, we ask 

that you report to the front office whenever you 

visit our campus for any reason.  It is most 

important that you bring an official photo ID 

with you.  This may be your valid Florida’s 

driver’s license, Florida’s official state 

identification card, or a current US passport. 

 
SCHOOL PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT (SPAR) 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 
requires that schools provide parents an annual school 
status report at the beginning of each school year.  The 
Florida Department of Education has posted these 
reports, containing data for the required indicators 
and the Annual Measurable Objectives (AMO), online 
on the DOE’s SPAR report website: 
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/accountability
-reporting/school-grades/index.stml. 
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CLASSROOM CORNER 
PRE-K 

     Starting September 16th through September 

27th, all pre-K classes will be participating in 

Broward County’s Swim Central initiative.  

     SWIM Central is the coordinating agency for 

water-safety instruction and awareness in 

Broward County. It maintains the most 

comprehensive database in Florida for 

swimming pools and water-safety programs in 

the county. There are thousands of swimming 

pools, beaches, canals, lakes, and other 

waterways in South Florida. Consequently, 

drowning is the number-one killer of children 

ages 4 and under. In the late 1990s, Broward 

County also reported an average of five 

drowning deaths per year among children ages 4 

through 7, and near-drowning accidents left 

three out of four victims suffering brain damage. 

SWIM Central's curriculum-based programs 

provide 10 free 30-minute water-safety classes 

over a two-week period, taught by certified 

water-safety instructors during the school day 

who have been carefully selected and trained 

through SWIM Central. 

(http://www.broward.org/Parks/ProgramsClasse

s/Pages/SwimCentral.aspx) 

    Pre-K is in need of parent volunteers to help 

us during these two weeks. If you would like to 

be a volunteer please visit the Broward Schools 

volunteer website at 

http://browardschools.com/getinvolved/applicati

on-note complete the volunteer application and 

follow-up with your child’s teacher or the office 

staff here at Oakridge. Thank you for your 

support.  

    

 

FIRST GRADE 

Our amazing first graders have had a great start 

this year. We are learning the Wise Way rules 

and procedures of the school. We are also 

learning and reviewing Daily 5. The first 

component of Daily 5 is read to self which 

means that our students are learning to read 

quietly and build their stamina. First grade 

students received a planner this year for the 

first time. It is important that you check and 

sign it every day. Also, please check your child’s 

homework folder and make sure it is completed 

and in their bookbag the next day. Lastly, we 

would like to encourage you to read with your 

child every night. Students can read three ways. 

They can read the words, the pictures, or retell 

the story.  

 

 

 

THIRD GRADE 

     Our third graders have been busy readers, 

mathematicians, and investigators! We’ve been 

working on story structure and plot 

development with fiction pieces as well as main 

idea and summarizing with nonfiction pieces. 

Remind your reader at home to stop and think 

as they read. After All, reading comprehension 

is our main goal! In math, we’ve been working 

with numbers in all kinds of ways as we gain a 

better understanding of place value. 

     Your child is also learning that we are all 
investigators. We all observe, infer, and ask 
questions. Remember students, an inference is 
a suggestion based on our observations. 
Parents, the third grade teachers are also asking 
for your help in monitoring your child’s daily 
reading. All students should be reading for a 
minimum of 30 minutes each night. All good 
readers need to practice! 
 

 
FOURTH GRADE 

     Fourth grade has kicked off another great 
learning year! We started with a great Open 
House explaining to parents the class 
expectations, promotion criteria, and how to 
access the websites such as iReady, Reflex, and 
Spelling City. All students have been introduced 
to the Wise Ways school wide behavior rules, 
mood meter, class routines, among more! We 
have been learning about story structure, and 
making connections between the text, audio, 
and visuals. In social studies, we have been 
comparing and contrasting the Constitution to 
Florida’s Constitution. Other topics like the Bill 
of Rights, and the three branches of 
government have been explored. We are also 
starting our Hispanic Heritage project in which 
each student will be assigned a Hispanic 
Historical figure. Students will be using the skills 
learned in Top Score Writing to write their own 
essay. Students by now should be able to 
identify the three types of writing (narrative, 
expository, and opinion) ,  outline their five 
paragraph essay, and write an introduction 
paragraph. Fourth grade will be attending a 
writing workshop in the cafeteria on September 
27th.  In math, we have been reviewing basic 
skills that will be built on throughout the year. 
Students have done a great job using place 
value, addition, and subtraction to one million. 
Lastly, we are going on a SEAS field trip to see 
“Why Mosquitoes Buzz?” an African American 
folktale on November 21st. Please be sure to 
sign the field trip form and turn in the payment 
(exact change) by the due date which will soon 
be sent out.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please email your child’s teacher or 
send a note through the Remind app or Class 
Dojo.  
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FIFTH GRADE 

Welcome back 5th grade families!!! We are 
going to have an amazing year! Open House for 
5th grade is Wednesday, September 11th at 
6:00pm. We hope to see everyone there! This is 
a great time to meet your child’s teacher if you 
have not already done so as well as learn more 
about what is happening in our classrooms each 
day. 
     The students are receiving homework each 
night and it should be returned to the 
classroom the following day. Please be sure to 
check with your child that homework is 
completed, and they have read for a minimum 
of 30 minutes a night. All students have access 
to textbooks and digital resources through their 
Clever portal using their student ID numbers. 
     At the end of 1st quarter, we will be holding 
our First Quarter Celebration. All students that 
meet the Oakridge WISE Ways and Classroom 
Expectations are invited to participate. Part of 
the expectations at Oakridge are that students 
be in uniform each day, arrive to school on 
time, and come prepared with homework and 
any materials needed for learning. Students not 
meeting expectations or students with behavior 
concerns will receive demerits. After 6 demerits 
for the 1st quarter, the student will no longer 
be invited to the celebration. A letter with more 
detail has been sent home. 
     Miss Moore, Mrs. Johnson, and Mrs. Headley 
have a Remind group that sends reminders and 
updates via text message. If you have not 
signed up for your teacher’s group, please let 
them know so they can add you. Miss Conti 
uses a similar tool called Class Dojo to send 
messages to her parents. It is important to join 
both the ELA and the Math/Science teacher 
groups as each teacher will send home different 
information pertaining to their class. 
     Math - The students are learning all about 
place value, order of operations, base 
10/powers of 10, multiplication and division. 
Students are using the Go Math, Acaletics for 
math scaffolding, iReady for reinforcement, and 
Reflex Math to practice their multiplication and 
division drills. We are teaching the standards by 
standard rather than by chapter in the Go Math 
book so you may see their homework jump 
around. This will be normal. 
     Science and Social Studies – Students are 
learning all about the Water Cycle, weather, 
and the properties of solids, liquids and gases 
during the first quarter. Students will be 
participating in regular hands-on science 
lessons and applying problem solving skills to 
scientific questions and hypothesis. In Social 
Studies, student are focused on types of maps, 
map reading skills, and basic geography skills. 
They will then move into studying European 
explorers/settlements and Native Americans. 
     ELA (Reading and Writing) – Students are 
learning about story structure in literature and 
informational based texts., comparing stories 

within the same genre, and comparing story 
elements within one story using text evidence 
as support. They are also increasing their 
vocabulary skills by focusing on tier 2 and tier 3 
vocabulary words. Students are focusing on the 
fundamentals of informational essay writing 
and will participate in a grade level writers 
workshop at the end of September. 
     Thank you for all your support! We look 
forward to a successful and exciting year ahead. 
If you have any questions, please reach out to 
your child’s homeroom teacher. 
 
MATH DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Lee Kornhauser, Math Coach 
Hello Oakridge Families, 
     Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! We 
are happy to have you and your student(s) for 
another exciting year of learning. This year we 
will be implementing standards-based 
instruction utilizing mathematical resources 
including i-Ready, Reflex Math, Acaletics, 
Calendar Math, Go Math, and other educational 
tools in order to assist your child in learning. 
These resources can be implemented at home 
as well as a part of your daily routine to help 
make a positive impact on your child’s success 
in school. Teachers will also be pulling small 
groups and implementing centers in order to try 
and meet the individual needs of your students. 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 
the school at 754-323-6700 or directly via email 
at Lee.H.Kornhauser@browardschools.com 
     Your Math Coach, 
Lee Kornhauser 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Ms. Lourdely Cortijo, PE Teacher 
    
     Hello parents! Your child has a new Physical 
Education (PE) teacher, my name is Lourdely 
Cortijo or Ms. Lulu. 
     Oakridge Elementary Physical Education 
program focusses on the physical fitness and 
health of our students, it also introduces 
children to having discipline in sports/games 
with a safe participation by following the Florida 
Sunshine Standards. The Physical Education 
class follows a daily routine: 1) warm up, 2) 
stretching, 3) skill, activity or game, 4) clean up, 
and 5) cool down. Students will be evaluated on 
3 areas; participation, effort and conduct. 
Please make sure your child is wearing the 
appropriate clothing for the class. That includes; 
tennis shoes or closed shoes. I recommend all 
students to bring a water bottle to the class to 
stay hydrate. 
     I am very excited to be part of Oakridge 
Elementary School, and motivate our students 
to a healthy, safe and fun lifestyle. 
 
Thank You! 
Ms. Lulu 



MUSIC NEWS 
Mrs. Joyce Paultre, Music Teacher 

 

 
     I hope you had a fantastic summer!  It’s great 

to see that our Oakridge Elementary School 

musicians are ready to play!  This month is all 

about rhythm.  Students in Pre-K, 1st, and 2nd 

grade are tapping away with rhythm sticks.  They 

are exploring different ways to use rhythm sticks 

properly, while keeping in time with the music. 

     Rhythm is also the focus for 3rd, 4th and 5th 

grade. They will read and write simple notation 

and they will discuss the characteristics and 

behaviors displayed by successful student 

musicians that can be applied outside the music 

classroom.  

     Also, our Chorus Season will begin on the 

week of September 9th for 3rd, 4th and 5th grade 

students who are interested in joining our 

amazing Oakridge Elementary Chorus.  

Rehearsals will take place in the music room 

from 2:35pm – 3:35pm on Tuesdays for 3rd 

grade, Wednesdays for 4th grade and Thursdays 

for 5th grade.   

     I’m looking forward to an exciting year filled 

with new adventures in music! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in 

discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, 

marital status, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation.  Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or 

harassment complaint, may call the Executive Director, Benefits & EEO Compliance at 754-321-2150 or 

Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 

 

Individuals with disability requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act 

Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA) may call Equal Educational Opportunities (EEO) at 754-321-2150 or 

Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 


